Mano a Mano 3 Part II:  
Internet Course Overview

The second phase of the Mano a Mano III project was a 13-week internet-based course.  The platform used for this course was PBWorks.com.  The project co-directors provided Power Points, readings, and activities which were uploaded to the course website.  Please note that some links in the Power Point presentations may not currently be active. 

The Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale, Revised Edition (ECERS-R), is an integral component of the project.  It is a valid and reliable instrument developed through the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill – Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute. The ECERS-R is designed to assist educators in thoroughly evaluating all components of an early childhood classroom. Some participants used the School Age Care Environment Rating Scale; this is designed assessing environments for children older than Kinder.  Because many of the schools in this region are also now serving children younger than three, it was recommended that at least one of the participants purchase the Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale, Revised Edition (ITERS-R). Another valuable assessment tool is the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) - http://www.brookespublishing.com/store/books/pianta-class/index.htm
This tool supports and extends the environmental rating scales by assessing emotional support, classroom organization, and instructional support.  The Mano a Mano budget covered the cost of these materials for the participants:  

· Harms, T., Clifford, R. M. & Cryer, D. (1998). Early Childhood Environment   Rating Scale, Revised Edition.   NY: Teachers College Press.
· Pianta, R.C., La Paro, K.M., Hamre, B.K. (2008). Classroom Assessment Scoring System. Brookes Publisher.
Included in Part II are:

· The course syllabus
· PowerPoint presentations and
· Topic To Do Lists 
